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200 YEARS
Post Office in Australia
25" April 1809f 2009

The Post Office had its beginning in
Australia in 1809 when Isaac Nichols,
Assistant to the Naval Officer in
Sydney, was appointed to board
vessels and receive inward mails.
Additionally, an office was
established at his house to receive all
letters and parcels addressed to
inhabitants of the Colony of New
South Wales. A list of such articles
was then to be posted. Upon delivery,
recipients were required to pay
charges ranging from 1/ - for each
letter to 5/ - for a parcel weighing
more than 20 pounds (9 kilograms).

The date or the relevant government
order, 25™ April 1809, is regarded as
the foundation day of the Australian
Post Office of today.

BIRTH:OF THE'POST'OFFICE
18090

)

22 April 1959

Issued

Designed and
engraved by
F. D. Manley

In the following year Nichols was
appointed an official postmaster and
the delivery charges which he was
empowered to levy on letters and
parcels were greatly reduced.

Australia Post will release a 200"
anniversary issue on 25" March 2009.

(See new issues page 795).
Source: Commemorative stamps 1952-1959,
Australian Post Office, 1973
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President Malcolm Brown writes ... -

Welcome to this first issue of Ship Letter for 2009.
| hope that it will be a fantastic year for all club

members.

| have found it very interesting to note some
subtle changes of collecting over the last few
years due to the ever increasing amount of
information available on the internet. Whilst

most of us have heard of ebay, that

particular site is really only providing a service
for buying and selling. There are many other
sites to visit that provide a fantastic plethora of

information. Over the coming
editions, | will be itemising some of
these websites for everyone to
view.

My first website this edition is one
started in Czechoslovakia, however
is a relevant site no matter where
you live or what country you
collect. This amazing site is host to
some stunning exhibits that have
been displayed world -wide. In fact,
at last look, there were 473
displays from 43 different
countries! This site is growing all
the time as more people globally
add their philatelic displays. This
really is a must -see for everyone,
and we can all pick up some tips
for our own club displays. The web
address is:
http://www.japhila.cz/hof/

__, The second site this
&¥4  edition is one that
&% was started here in
Australia, and is a
great site for general and specialist
collectors alike. The site is called
Stampboards, and is dedicated to
all things philately. Joining is easy,

MWhere Philateli sty M

IR
and once a member, questions can
be posted on any philatelic query
you have regarding any country or
stamp. There are sections relating
to cinderellas, stamp wants, a sales
section, philatelic reference
sections, auction site section, and
people from around the globe that
can have input into any question
you may wish to
need to be a member to read the
many thousands of blogs already
created. The web address is:
http://www.stampboards.com/

index.php

If any member would like me to
find a source for a particular
country, theme, collecting club,
etc then please let me know and

I 61 | try to i
coming edition.
As a final note

like to thank our past editor
Bernard Buckland for his past
efforts, and also thank Harold
Luxton for taking on the role as our
new editor.

Happy collecting for 2009!
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Coming Meetings

17 March
Lucy Schokker will present a
display on Antarctica .

21 April

All members are invited to

present a display on the letters
Dand. 4
19 May
Jo Mealey will g

present a display on
Great Britain . 1

[
i), Trrophy Night
b 16 June, 2009
Get your entry
The Senior Trophy fi 15 pages of
any country or on any subject.
The Eddie Hyde Trophy
Members who have not won a
Club or State competition award
are eligible to enter. Anyone who
has previously entered the Senior
competition is expected to remain
with that class. An entry consists
of 10 pages of any country or on
any subject.

The Club Class Competition i
The entry can consist of any num-
ber of pages up to a total of 15.
The entries are first marked by an
invited judge and then voted on
by the members present. The
marks are then correlated to give
the winner.

February 2009

Member
Profile

By Jill Sturman

Bill Stolk

Bill became interested in stamps
at age 10, but has no idea why.
He has collected seriously since
and mainly collects Hungary
preASoviet Union to 1948.

Other interesting collections
include Scientists (Nobel Prize)
and Simon Bolivar (liberated
South America early 1800s) and
Sam Martin (Argentina-another
liberator). Bill also collects

James Cook.

SSET N TARCTTOR
o 40 80 120

His latest passion is his

World Atlas i collecting one
issue from every place that ever
existed. This comprises postage

dues, airmail etc.

Bill's contribution to Philately is
certainly worthy of recognition
and one | find most interesting!
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STAMPSHOW
MELBOURNE

At the National Tennis Centre 23 -26 July 2009

AUSTRALIAN

4 Development Officer
S for the WA Philatelic
Council said:
OEntries for
31 March. This is the Australian

National exhibition of which | am
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COUNCIL Inc

Ross Wood, Philatelic

the Western Australian
Commissioner and the show is on
from the 23" to 26™ July 2009. |
urge you to enter this show if you

Me | b ocarrsg as toguppog GlensSwaffoisl n

who is due to complete his
apprenticeshinp

Australia
Post Master Gallery
will be presenting
an exhibition
OHer e
Postie i 200 Years
of Postal Services
in Austral
Melbourne Stamp
Show.

© Australia Post, circa 1950

The Vera Wood Memoaorial Trophy

This is a non-competitive trophy
awarded each December. Itis an
encouragement award and is
presented to the member who made
the most progress during the year
with displays, competition entries and
collecting in general.

In 2008 the award was won by
WENDY LAYMAN. Congratulations!

Thank you for enabling a country
member to edit Ship Letter.
Because | live in Walpole |

will rely on members to keep //
me informed. Please write .
Come in for a cup of tea

when (™™ . Harold W S Luxton

|~ 5o ‘1 PO Box 299
d(?wn [N | Walpole WA 6398
this % Tel: 9840 1661
way. 2 haroldws@bigpond.com
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What is your favourite 2008 Australian stamp?

Australia Post reported it received a great response to

the Australia Post Design Award (People's Choice) for 2008
(Stamp Bulletin, 296, p17), with "thousands of people
voting for their favourite stamp”. As an encouragement
Australia Post provided two block sets of "1931 Kingsford
Smith" stamps as a prize to a lucky respondent. The prize
was won by Mr R J Williams of NSW.

The individual stamp with the

most votes was the $2.70 stamp £
with the Katherine Gorge motif g
from the Gorgeous Australia issue s =
of 3/03/2008. The stamp was % )
designed by Sally Piskuric, !

Australia Post Design Studio.

For the Territories the individual stamp with the most
votes was the 50c stamp with the
Black-winged Stilt motif from the
Cocos (Keeling) Islands Visiting
Birds issue of 26/02/2008. This
was also the favourite stamp issue
and the favourite stamp from that
issue. lllustrations for the issue
were by Christopher Pope and
typography by Jo Muré at the
Australia Post Design Studio.

lllustration: Christopher Pope

Typography: Jo Muré

The favourite Australian stamp issue was Working Dogs
(10/06/2008) and the Border Collie motif was the
favourite from that issue. The issue was designed by
Amanda Brizzi at Ethos Design and Communicationswith
images by Mark Chew.

The Stamp
Advisory
Committee

SAVE WATER
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Working Dogs voted the °
© Australia Post  Living Green sl
B . . [=]
Design:  jssue as the 5 a5
. <
Amanda B.r|22| De5|gner's z = I
Ethos Design . @ 2 2
| . Choice Award 2 2o
mages: & 29
Mark Chew 2008. © 0
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by Jill Sturman

20th January 2009

Presentation of certificates for
December exhibits:

1 Jo Mealey
Christmas Lights display
1 John Sutton
Scenic Australia and Postcards

The Treasurer reported the
society now has 47 members.

Bernard Buckland mentioned
"browse and search" idea at the
discard section of Alexander
Library fi you may be lucky
enough to pick up a cheap stamp
catalogue-old issues, of course.
Great idea!

The Arthur Pearce Memorial
Prize held in January each year.

Arthur Pearce was the first editor
of "Ship Letter" and the society's
first patron.

Guest presenter tonight was Brian
Pope, who was a good friend of
Arthur Pearce and fondly known

to him as "His Holiness", due to his
surname! We were privileged

with a wonderful and very large
display by Brian, featuring the
following:

1) 16 frame exhibit of half penny
issues from 1884 to 1912, for
which Brian won the Swan River
Gold award.

2) K.L.M. Flight of 1931 from
Amsterdam to Batavia which
did an extension to Australia to
pick up mail.

3) Cocos Islands (a Territory of
Australia since 1955) did a
commercial flight, organized by
Qantas for that day. This
inaugural Air Mail from Cocos
was 23/11/1955.

Cocos (Keeling) Islands Insect Issue, 1/11/1995
© Australia Post (AP)
lllustrations: Michael Baker, Perth
Typography: Sophie Newman AP Graphic Design

4) Incidental bits and pieces ...
The travelling post office and
over prints etc.

5) Imperial Punctures to ensure
protection in convict days and
Military mail Fremantle
Volunteers.

6) Cancels e.g. Israelite Bay, S.A.
7) Postage Dues.

8) W.A. Airmail. The first
commercial flight 1931 to end
of war from Geraldton to
Derby. The rate was 2pence
per ounce but airmail was per
%2 ounce!

9) Rockingham and environs with
Phil Thomas (late) and Brian
Pope on an outing 20 yrs ago ...
not related to stamps but of
much interest.
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The youngest climber
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450,000 UK Scouts
Mc part in urrmumlv

‘ ““‘ volunteers The first non-stop soio
give 360 miflion hours i around the
" of time each year made by a Scout
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Scout stamp issue gains Royal Mail an Award

Gibbons Stamp Monthly (May, stamps were part of a Royal Malil
2008) reported that the Europa set issued on 26 July 2007, the
Study Unit has awarded Royal Mail day prior to the opening of the
first prize in its Europa Stamps 21% World Scout Jamboree held in
Design competition for 2007. Chelmsford.

The 2007 Europa stamps theme The 1st class and 48p stamps in

was the 6Cent enar ythedssue BeceaesignatedyEdiropa
and the United Ki nstaechpsmds Eur opa

Second prize went to Monaco and third was awarded to Italy. »



